Chapter 1J

THE EVER-FLOWERING TREE

*S[he Raskol set men thinking'about religion. It put an end
to the rule of absolute authority in ethical matters. In
view of the suppression of thought and action which
marked every other aspect of the mouzhik's life, it wras
no more than natural that he should turn all his imaginative powers
into the new field opened up to him. For there was no need to defy
authority openly in order to attain independence in religion. For
centuries the peasants had had their own brand of religion'quite
different from that of the official church. What they gained now^
was the impetus to break away from tradition and to find their own
solutions for problems in their own way and according to their own
genius.

It is not surprising that many of the new sects that sprang up all
over Russia in a spontaneous outbreak were based on extremely
queer ideas. Some of them were familiar echoes of heresies and
theories that had roused endless argument in the days of the early
church. Others were indigenous to the Russian soil, drawing partly
from the inherited tradition of paganism and partly from the imme-
diate conditions of peasant life.

There was no stopping the growth of these sects. First of all the
Raskol split into one Qr two main groups. These in their turn broke
into smaller groups, which again subdivided. It can be likened only
to the process of cell fission among the amoebae. For centuries the
Church in Russia had remained a single body. Once fission started
it continued at an ever-increasing pace. By the eighteenth century
contemporary critics estimated that there were mere than two
hundred strange sects throughout the Russian domains; and it may
safely be guessed that for every one known to the authorities at least
one more led a hidden but none the less vigorous life in one part or
another of the country.

Probably the greatest single figure in this extraordinary religious
revival was Danilo Filipovitch, the founder of the Khlysti, which
became one of the strongest and most numerous of the various sects.
The name Khlyst was a corruption of the name Christ, which was
adopted 4by the early members because they believed in the Mes-
sianic mission of every true believer. But the word khlrsti is not
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